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LECTURE PLAN 

Weeks Topics 
1 Definition of Research & Purpose of Research 
2 Types and Methods of Research 
3 Analysis, Interpretation and Presentation of data 
4 Definition of Sociological Explanations 
5 Types of Sociological Explanations and Criticisms (causal and biological 

explanations) 
6 Interpretive & Cultural Explanations 
7 Auguste Comte & Positivism 
8 Antipositivism (humanism) & Dilthey. 
9 Middle Range Theories & the Social World. 
10 Naturalism and Criticisms. 
11 Definition of Models, Theories & Laws; Theories as Models, Theories as axioms. 



12 Implications of Cross-Cultural Studies for data gathering. 
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TUTORIAL QUESTIONS 
 
1a). What is Research? 
 b). What are the goals of Research? 
 c).  Give the steps in the analysis & Interpretation of Research. 
 
2. Discuss the types and methods of research in Sociological studies 
 
3a).  What is Sociological Explanation? 
 b).  Discuss Salmon’s causal theory of Explanation 
 c).  Examine Explanation within the context of constructive Empericism  
 
4. Give a critical analysis of the causal & biological explanations in Sociology  
 
5. Critically analyse the Interpretive and cultural Explanations in Sociology 
 
6. What is positivistic Sociology? What is Auguste Comte’s contribution to positivism? 
 
7. What is humanistic Sociology? Examine Dilthey’s contribution to humanistic sociology. 
 
8a).  What are Middle Range Theories? 
 b).   Discuss the usefulness of the Middle Range over and above the Grand Theories? 
 c).  What are the criticisms of the Middle Range Theories? Who are the major proponents of 
these   

theories? 
          
9.    What is Naturalism? How is it relevant to the theory of Explanation? Highlight the 
criticism. 
          
10a).  What is a model? 
   b).  What is the relevance of models to Sociological explanation? 
      
11a).   What are the differences between theories, models and laws? 
   b).  Write short notes on the following: Theories as models, Theories as axioms. 
        



12.  Examine the implications of cross-cultural studies for data gathering. 
 


